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Commentary  
and notes 
I.i  Richard  RICH. Plots have I laid. (32) Tension is between court (inwards) and tower (outwards); Richard has 
been plotting at court, so enters 
from inwards. 
  Clarence guarded, 
Brakenbury 
 CLAR. His Majesty...hath appointed 
this conduct to convey me to the 
tower. (43-45) 
Going from court to tower 
  Clarence, 
guard, 
Brakenbury 
 RICH. Well, your imprisonment shall 
not be long...meantime, have 
patience. 
CLAR. I must perforce. Farewell. (114, 
116) 
Clarence exits towards the place of 
imprisonment. 
  Hastings  RICH. But who comes here? The new-delivered Hastings! ...Well are you 
welcome to the open air. How hath 
your lordship brooked in 
prisonment?(121, 124-5)) 
The five lines between Clarence’s 
exit inwards and Hastings’ entrance 
suggest they are both at the 
outwards door. Richard’s references 
to Hastings being ‘new-delivered’ 
support this, reversal of Clarence’s 
pattern. 
  Hastings  RICH. Go you before, and I will follow 
you. (144) 
Hastings has heard of the King’s 
illness and exits towards the court. 
  Richard   Follows Hastings as promised. 
I.ii  Corse of Henry 
VI; Halberds; 
Lady Anne 
 Enter the corse of Henry the Sixth, with Halberds to guard it, Lady Anne 
being the mourner. 
ANNE. Come, now towards Chertsey 
with your holy load, Taken from 
Paul’s to be interred there. (29-30) 
Outwards loop scene, on way fro St 
Paul’s to Chertsey. This provides 
alternation with previous scene. 
  Richard  RICH. Stay, you that bear the corse, and set it down. (33) 
Re-entering from inwards, 
intercepts bearers as they start to 
move off outwards. 
  Two 
gentlemen; 
Lady Anne 
 RICH. And presently repair to Crosby 
House, Where, after I have solemnly 
interred At Chertsey monast’ry this 
noble king...I will with all expedient 
duty see you. (212-14, 16) 
They exit outwards. 
  Bearers, 
 corse 
 RICH. Sirs, take up the corse. 
GENT. Towards Chertsey, noble lord? 
RICH. No, to Whitefriars; there attend 
my coming. (225-6) 
They exit outwards, though in a 
different direction to Anne etc. 
(fork in the road) 
  Richard  RICH. But first I’ll turn yon fellow in 
his grave, And then return lamenting 
to my love. (260-1) 
Follows. 
I.iii  Q Elizabeth; Rivers; Dorset;  
Grey 
 RIV. Have patience, Madam; there’s no 
doubt his Majesty Will soon recover 
his accustomed health. (1-2) 
This is a scene at court; ladies bring 
on inwards location with them. 
  Buckingham Stanley 
 Q. ELIZ. Saw you the King today, my 
Lord of Derby? 
STAN. But now the Duke of 
Buckingham and I Are come from 
visiting his Majesty. (29-32) 
They come from inwards, 
establishing location of the sick 
king. 
  Richard;  RICH. Who is it that complains unto the They enter from outwards. 
2 
Hastings king That I, forsooth, am stern, and 
love them not? (43-4) 
  Q Margaret  RICH. Wert thou not banished on pain of death? 
Q. MARG. I was; but I do find more 
pain in banishment Than death can 
yield me here by my abode. (166-8) 
Entrance from inwards: she has 
returned from banishment. 
  Q Margaret  Q.MAR. O, but remember this another 
day, when he shall split thy very heart 
with sorrow, And say poor Margaret 
was a prophetess. Live each of you 
the subjects to his hate, And he to 
yours, and all of you to God’s! (298-
302) 
RIV. I muse why she’s at liberty. (304) 
Outwards exit suggested by 
Margaret’s self-alienation and 
Rivers’ comment. 
  Catesby  CATE. Madam, his Majesty doth call for you; And for your Grace; and 
yours, my gracious lord. (319-20) 
He comes from the king’s sickbed. 
  Buckingham, 
Rivers, 
Hastings, 
Dorset, Queen 
Elizabeth, 
Stanley, 
Grey 
 
 RIV. We wait upon your Grace. (322) They exit inwards. 
  Two 
Murderers  
RICH. But soft! Here come my 
executioners. (338) 
Murderers enter from outwards. 
  Richard; 
Murderers 
 RICH. When you have done, repair to 
Crosby Place. 
I like you, lads; about your business 
straight. Go, go, dispatch. 
1 MURD. We will, my noble lord. (344, 
353-4) 
They could exit by different doors, 
but this is not necessary, and 344 
suggests that Richard is leaving the 
precincts of the palace. 
I.iv  Clarence; Keeper 
 KEEP. Why looks your Grace so 
heavily today? 
CLAR. O, I have passed a miserable 
night. (1-2) 
Their entrance from inwards brings 
Clarence’s cell ‘onstage’. 
  Brakenbury  CLAR. Keeper, I prithee sit by me awhile. My soul is heavy, and I fain 
with sleep. (73-4) 
 
Clarence and Keeper settle down on 
stage. Brakenbury, Lieutenant of 
the tower, enters from outwards. 
  Murderers  1 MURD. Ho! Who’s here?  BRAK. What wouldst thou, fellow? 
And how cam’st thou hither? (83-5) 
Murderers’ entrance from outwards. 
  Brakenbury; 
Keeper 
 BRAK. There lies the duke asleep, and 
there the keys. I’ll to the King and 
signify to him That thus I have 
resigned to you my charge. (95-7) 
Exit outwards, away from prison. 
  1 Murderer, 
with the body 
 ! MURD. I’ll drown you in the malmsey 
butt within. (273) 
He takes the body back inwards. 
  1 Murderer   Comes back from inwards. 
  2 Murderer  1. MURD. By heaven, the duke shall 
know how slack you have been. 
2. MURD. Take thou the fee, and tell 
him what I say. (278, 280) 
Murderer exits outwards. 
  1 Murderer  1 MURD. Well, I’ll go hide the body in 
some hole Till that the Duke give 
order for his burial. (283-4) 
He must return inwards to retrieve 
the body.  
II.i  King Q Elizabeth 
Dorset Grey 
Rivers 
 EDW. Why, so. Now I have done a 
good day’s work. You peers, continue 
this united league.(1-2) 
MINIMAL congestion, further 
minimised by flourish. 
From inwards: the door associated 
with the sick king and with political 
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Hastings 
Catesby 
Buckingham 
Woodville 
Scales 
negotiation (the King enters mid-
conversation, concluding 
negotiations). 
  Ratcliffe 
Richard  
BUCK. Here comes Sir Richard 
Ratcliffe and the Duke. (46) 
From outwards. 
  Stanley  STAN. The forfeit, sovereign, of my servant’s life. (101) 
Stanley, from outwards, petitioning 
the king. 
  ‘some with 
King and 
Queen’ 
 EDW. Come, Hastings, help me to my 
closet. (134) 
King’s closet is inwards. 
  Richard; 
Buckingham; 
others 
 RICH. Lords, will you go To comfort 
Edward with our company? (140-41) 
They follow inwards. 
II.ii  Duchess York,  
Boy, 
Daughter 
  From an indeterminate location, but next entrance is from inwards 
(king’s closet), continuing spatial 
logic of previous scene. 
   Queen, Rivers, Dorset  
 QU. Edward, my lord, thy son, our king, 
is dead! (40) 
From the King’s closet with news 
of his death. 
  Richard; Buckingham; 
Stanley; 
Hastings; 
Ratcliffe 
  They too, re-enter from the King’s 
deathbed 
  All but 
Richard and 
Buckingham 
 RIV. It is meet so few should fetch the 
prince.  
RICH. Go we to determine Who they 
shall be that straight shall post to 
Ludlow. Madam, and you, my sister, 
will you go To give your censures in 
this business?  
QU. and DUCH. With all our hearts. 
(139, 141-5) 
They exit outwards to execute the 
plans for the succession. 
  Richard; 
Buckingham 
 RICH. Towards Ludlow then, for we’ll 
not stay behind. (153) 
They follow. 
II.iii  2. Citizen 1. Citizen 
 
 
 
Enter one Citizen at one door and 
another at the other. 
1. CIT. Good morrow, neighbor. 
Whither away so fast? 
2.CIT. I promise you, I scarcely know 
myself. Hear you the news abroad? 
MINIMAL congestion. Quartos do 
not specify separate entrances. 
Folio’s reference to the other door 
is telling, and if it is the case, then 
dialogue sequence and spatial 
indications suggest minimisation of 
congestion: second citizen enters 
first from inwards door on his way 
outwards (‘away’). He is 
intercepted by first citizen who has 
done a delayed entrance from 
outwards door. 
  3. Citizen   3. CIT. Neighbors, Godspeed! 1.CIT. Give you good morrow, sir. (6) 
Greetings suggest he arrives from 
outwards. 
  Citizens  3.CIT. Whither away?  
2 CIT. Marry, we were sent for to the 
justices. 
3.CIT. And so was I. I’ll bear you 
company. (45-7) 
They exit outwards to the seat of 
justice. 
II.iv  Archbishop; ‘young York’; 
Q Elizabeth; 
Duchess of 
York 
 ARCH. Last night, I hear, they lay at 
Stony Stratford...Tomorrow or next 
day they will be here. (1,3) 
From inwards (‘here’) in contrast to 
next entrance. 
  Messenger  ARCH. Here comes a messenger. What news? (37) 
Bringing news from outwards. 
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  All  QU. ELIZ. Come, come, my boy; we 
will to sanctuary. Madam, farewell. 
DUCH. Stay, I will go with you. 
ARCH. For my part, I’ll resign unto 
your Grace The seal I keep...Go, I’ll 
conduct you to the sanctuary. (66-8, 
70-1,73) 
All go inwards to sanctuary. 
III.i  Prince; 
Richard; 
Buckingham; 
Cardinal; 
Catesby; others 
 BUCK. Welcome, sweet Prince, to London, to your chamber. (1) 
BUCK. Thou knowest our reasons 
urged upon the way. (160) 
PRINCE. I want more uncles here to 
welcome me. (6) 
Despite their welcomes, line 160 
makes it clear that Richard and 
Buckingham have accompanied the 
Prince, as they agreed to do at the 
end of II.ii.  All thus arrive from 
without the city, Prince 
complaining that there are no 
uncles there to meet him (and 
welcomes have to be provided by 
those who have accompanied him). 
  Lord Mayor [and his train] 
 RICH. My Lord, the Mayor of London 
comes to greet you. (17) 
From within the city 
  Hastings  BUCK. And in good time, here comes the sweating lord. (24) 
From within the city, with news of 
the Queen’s and the young prince’s 
taking sanctuary. 
  Cardinal; 
Hastings 
 BUCK. Lord Cardinal, will your Grace 
Persuade the Queen to send the Duke 
of York unto his princely brother 
presently? If she deny, Lord Hastings, 
go with him And from her jealous 
arms pluck him perforce. 
CARD. Come on, Lord Hastings, will 
you go with me? (32-6, 58) 
They go back inwards towards the 
Queen. 
  Young York; Cardinal; 
Hastings 
  They now return with the young 
prince. 
  Young York, 
Cardinal, 
Hastings, 
Prince 
 RICH. My lord, will’t please you pass 
along? Myself and my good cousin 
Buckingham Will to your mother to 
entreat of her To meet you at the 
Tower and welcome you. 
YORK. What, will you go unto the 
Tower, my lord? 
PRINCE. Thinking on them, I go unto 
the Tower. (136-40, 150) 
Inwards to the Tower (within city). 
  Catesby  BUCK. Go, gentle Catesby, And, as it 
were far off, sound thou Lord 
Hastings. (169-70) 
As Hastings has just exited inwards 
with the princes, Catesby 
presumably follows. 
  Richard; 
Buckingham 
 RICH. Shall we hear from you, Catesby, 
ere we sleep? 
CATE. You shall, my lord.  
RICH. At Crosby House, there shall you 
find us both. (187-90) 
RICH. Come, let us sup betimes. (199) 
They too now enter the city, exiting 
inwards to sup and to plot. 
III.ii  Messenger  Enter a Messenger to the door of Hastings. 
MESS. My lord! My lord!  
HAST. Who knocks? (1-2) 
Messenger from without; the 
change of locality clearly indicated 
by the opening lines 
  Hastings  HAST. Cannot my Lord Stanley sleep these tedious nights? (6) 
Hastings comes out from inside the 
house. 
  Messenger  MESS. I’ll go, my lord, and tell him 
what you say. (34) 
Returns to Stanley. 
  Catesby  CATE. Many good morrows to my noble lord! (35) 
Catesby crosses with the exiting 
messenger, but not a logistical 
problem.  
  Stanley  STAN. My lord, good morrow. (74) Stanley too arrives at Hastings’ 
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house. 
  Pursuivant  Enter a Pursuivant. Royal messenger, too, arrives from outwards. 
  Stanley; 
Catesby 
 STAN. But come, my lord, let’s away. 
HAST. Go on before. I’ll talk with this 
good fellow. (93-4) 
They return outwards. 
  Pursuivant  HAST. Gramercy, fellow. (105) His message delivered, he returns 
outwards. 
  Priest  PRIEST. Well met, my lord. Priest crosses with Pursuivant, but his greeting to Hastings indicates he 
is not coming from inwards. 
  Buckingham  BUCK. What, talking with the priest, Lord Chamberlain? (111) 
Buckingham enters from outwards. 
  Hastings; 
Buckingham 
Priest 
 HAST. What, go you toward the 
Tower?  
BUCK. I do, my lord, but long I cannot 
stay there. I shall return before your 
lordship thence. 
HAST. Nay, like enough, for I stay 
dinner there. 
BUCK. And supper too, although thou 
know’st it not. Come, will you go? 
(116-121) 
They accompany each other 
outwards toward the Tower. 
III.iii  Ratcliffe, Rivers, 
Grey 
Vaughan 
 Enter Sir Richard Ratcliffe, with 
Halberds, carrying the Nobles to 
death at Pomfret. 
Like Clarence in the Tower, they 
emerge from within, coming out for 
execution. 
  All   They proceed outwards to the place 
of execution 
III.iv  Buckingham Stanley 
Hastings 
Ely 
Norfolk 
Ratcliffe 
Lovel 
 ...At a table. 
HAST. Now, noble peers, the cause 
why we are met Is to determine of the 
coronation. (1-2) 
They enter from inwards, bringing 
their ‘banquet’ with them. 
  Richard  ELY. In happy time here comes the Duke himself. (21) 
Gloucester arrives at the dinner. 
  Bishop  RICH. My Lord of Ely, when I was last 
in Holborn, I saw good strawberries 
in your garden there. I do beseech you 
send for some of them. (31-3) 
Ely exits outwards as requested. 
  Richard; 
Buckingham 
 BUCK. Withdraw yourself awhile. I’ll 
go with you. 
They withdraw inwards. 
  Bishop  ELY. Where is my lord, the Duke of Gloucester? I have sent for these 
strawberries. (46-7) 
Ely returns from the errand. 
  Richard; Buckingham 
  They too return from whence they 
exited. 
  Richard 
Buckingham 
Stanley, 
Norfolk,  
Ely 
 RICH. The rest that love me, rise and 
follow me. (78) 
Richard presumably withdraws, 
against the ‘threat’ of Hastings and 
to prepare for dinner, as well as to 
suggest his possession of the seat of 
power 
  Hastings; 
Lovel; 
Ratcliffe 
 HAST. Come, lead me to the block. 
(105) 
As in III.iii, outwards to the place 
of execution. 
III.v  Richard; Buckingham 
  Location at first indeterminate— 
  Mayor; 
Catesby  
RICH. Look to the drawbridge there! 
...Catesby, o’erlook the walls....Look 
back, defend thee! (15, 17, 19) 
—now revealed as the Tower, held 
by Richard and approached by the 
L Mayor. Richard’s pretence of fear 
is apparently directed at forces 
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coming from outside the Tower 
  Lovell and 
Ratcliffe  
LOV. Here is the head of that ignoble 
traitor. (22) 
Lovel and Ratcliffe return by the 
door which they left, the actual 
place of Hastings’ execution is 
outwards. 
  Mayor  BUCK. And so, my good Lord Mayor, 
we bid farewell. (71) 
Returns outwards. 
  Buckingham  RICH. Go after, after, cousin 
Buckingham. The Mayor towards 
Guildhall hies him in all post. ..Tell 
them how Edward put to death a 
citizen... 
BUCK. Doubt not, my Lord, I’ll play 
the orator. 
RICH. If you thrive well, bring them to 
Baynard’s Castle, Where you shall 
find me well-accompanied With 
reverend fathers and well-learned 
bishops. (72, 73, 76, 95, 98-100) 
Buckingham follows the Mayor, 
Richard arranging to be at 
Baynard’s Castle and meet 
Buckingham and the citizens there. 
  Lovell; 
Ratcliffe; 
Catesby 
 RICH. Go, Lovell, with all speed to 
Doctor Shaw. Go thou to Friar 
Penker. Bid them both Meet me 
within this hour at Baynard’s Castle. 
(103-5) 
Others sent off outwards on various 
errands. 
  Richard  RICH. Now will I go to take some privy 
order To draw the brats of Clarence 
out of sight. (106-7) 
Richard goes to take his ‘privy 
order’ on the way to Baynard’s 
Castle, where he next appears, and 
whither he seems hastily bound 
(exit outwards). His lines of 
soliloquy would allow an exit 
outwards not to follow too close on 
the others’ heels.  
III.vi  Scrivener  SCRIV. Here is the indictment of the good Lord Hastings...That it may be 
today read o’er in Paul’s. Eleven 
hours I have spent to write it over. (1, 
3, 5) 
The Scrivener is on his way from 
his place of work to Paul’s (or 
wherever he must deliver his 
document). 
  Scrivener   The exit necessarily creates a 
minimal congestion with the next 
‘several doors’ entry.  
III.vii  
 
Buckingham 
Richard 
(at several 
doors) 
 RICH. How now ? How now? What say the citizens? (1) 
MINIMAL congestion. Richard’s 
backstage cross since previous exit 
signifies change of location to 
Baynard’s Castle. Buckingham 
enters, having been at Guildhall. 
  Richard  
Mayor and 
Citizens’ 
 
 
BUCK. Go, go up to the leads. The 
Lord Mayor knocks. (54) 
Richard exits inwards as Mayor and 
citizens arrive. Simultaneous mid-
scene exit and entrance. 
  Catesby  BUCK. Now, Catesby, what says your lord to my request?  
CATE. He is within, with two right 
reverend fathers. (57, 60) 
Catesby has been inwards with 
Richard. 
  Catesby  BUCK. Return, good Catesby, to the 
gracious Duke. (64) 
Catesby returns inwards... 
  Catesby  BUCK. Here Catesby comes again. (81) ...and reappears... 
  Catesby  BUCK. And so once more return and 
tell his Grace. (90) 
...and goes again. 
 G 
 
 
 
 
Richard aloft, 
between two 
Bishops 
 
Catesby 
 MAY. See where his Grace stands 
’tween two clergymen! (94) 
Catesby must re-enter at some point 
as he is onstage at 221 
A gallery scene. 
  Buckingham  BUCK. Come, citizens. Zounds, I’ll They exit outwards. 
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Mayor; 
Citizens 
entreat no more. (218) 
  Catesby  RICH. Call them again. (223) They are called back... 
  Buckingham 
and the rest  
 ...and re-enter. 
  
 
G 
Buckingham 
and others 
Richard and 
bishops 
 BUCK. Tomorrow then we will attend 
your Grace, And so most joyfully we 
take our leave.  
RICH. Come, let us to our holy work 
again. (243-5) 
They exit outwards again, and 
Richard and the bishops return 
inwards above. 
IV.i  Anne 
Clarence’s 
daughter 
 
Q Elizabeth 
Duchess of 
York 
Dorset 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DUCH. Who meets us here? My niece 
Plantagenet, Led in the hand of her 
kind aunt of Gloucester! Now, for my 
life, she’s wand’ring to the 
Tower...Daughter, well met. (1-4) 
The Q stage direction specifying 
entrances at two doors (‘at one 
door...at another door’) may be 
compensation for lack of spatialised 
dialogue (Q lacks lines 1-6). The F 
dialogue may indicate instead two 
staggered entrances from the 
outwards door (since inwards is the 
Tower): first Anne to downstage 
corner and along front of stage 
(‘wandering’), then Queen etc. 
straight to centre stage to ‘meet’ 
Anne. 
  Lieutenant Brakenbury 
 QUEEN. Whither away?  
ANNE. No farther than the Tower. 
QUEEN. We’ll enter all together. And 
in good time here the lieutenant 
comes. (6, 7, 11, 12) 
The entrance of Brakenbury from 
within the Tower would entail a 
shift in signification for the inwards 
door had it been used by one of the 
previous entering groups of ladies. 
Not unique (Timon, I.i), but unusual 
to have such a switch so close to the 
start of the scene. 
  Stanley  STAN. Come, madam, you must straight to Westminster. (31) 
Arrives from outwards with 
directive from Richard. 
  Stanley 
Anne 
Clarence’s 
daughter 
Q Elizabeth 
Duchess of 
York 
Dorset 
 DUCH. Go thou to Richmond...Go thou 
to Richard...Go thou to sanctuary...I 
to my grave... 
QUEEN. Pity, you ancient stones, those 
tender babes Whom envy hath 
immured within your walls. (91-4, 98-
9) 
Though they are exiting to four 
different places, all must exit by the 
L door, since Queen Elizabeth’s 
final address is to the Tower, which 
it would seem must still be clearly 
located by the inwards door. Fork 
in the road. 
IV.ii  Richard Buckingham 
Catesby, 
Ratcliffe, 
Lovell 
others 
 Sound a sennet. Enter Richard, in 
pomp... 
Court scene. Music sets up contrast 
in tone with previous scene. 
  Buckingham  BUCK. Give me some little breath, 
some pause, dear lord, Before I 
positively speak in this. (24-5) 
Buckingham probably withdraws 
inwards to consider his answer, his 
reflection contrasted with comings 
and goings to and from the outside 
world in this scene. 
  Page  RICH. Go call him hither, boy. (41) Page sent outwards to bring Tyrrell 
for audience with Richard. 
  Stanley  RICH. How now, Lord Stanley? What’s the news? (46) 
Arriving with news of Richmond’s 
uprising. 
  Catesby  RICH. Rumor it abroad...Give out That 
Anne my queen is sick and like to die. 
(49, 55-6) 
Catesby exits to spread abroad 
Richard’s false rumour. 
  Page, Tyrrell   Page now returns from outwards with Tyrrel 
  Tyrrell  RICH. Go, by this token. 
TYRR. I will dispatch it straight. (81) 
Tyrrell goes outwards to do the 
deed. 
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  Buckingham  BUCK. My lord, I have considered in my mind The late request...(82-3) 
Simultaneous mid-scene entrance 
and exit confirms inwards-outwards 
triangulation: Buckingham now 
returns from inwards as Tyrrel exits 
outwards. 
  Richard 
Ratcliffe 
Lovell 
Stanley 
 RICH. Thou troublest me; I am not in 
the vein. (117) 
Richard dismisses Buckingham and 
returns inwards to seat of power. 
  Buckingham  BUCK. O, let me think on Hastings, and 
be gone To Brecknock while my 
fearful head is on! (120-1) 
Explicit spatial separation of 
Buckingham from Richard at this 
point. 
IV.iii  Tyrrell  TYRR. The tyrannous and bloody act is done...and so I left them both, To bear 
this tidings to the bloody King. (1, 21-
2) 
MINIMAL congestion: Tyrrel now 
returns with news for Richard. 
Congestion serves to mark a time 
lapse. 
  Richard  RICH. Kind Tyrrel, am I happy in thy news? (24) 
 
  Tyrrell  RICH. Come to me, Tyrrel, soon at 
after-supper...Farewell till then. 
TYRR. I humbly take my leave. (31, 34-
5) 
Tyrrell dismissed outwards. 
  Ratcliffe  RATCL. Bad news, my lord. Morton is fled to Richmond. (46) 
From outwards with news of the 
opposing coalition of forces. 
  Richard 
Ratcliffe 
 RICH. Then fiery expedition be my 
wing...Go muster men...We must be 
brief when traitors brave the field. 
(54, 56, 57) 
Richard’s concluding call to action 
sends him off in the direction of his 
forces and his foes. 
IV.iv  Queen Margaret 
 QUEEN M. Here in these confines slily 
lurked. (3) 
 
  Duchess of 
York 
Queen Eliz 
 QUEEN E. Ah, my poor princes. (9) Spatial contrast to Margaret’s trajectory. 
  Margaret  QUEEN M. These English woes shall 
make me smile in France. (115) 
Exits outwards (exile). 
  Richard  
and his Train  
RICH. Who intercepts me in my 
expedition? ...A flourish, trumpets! 
(136, 149) 
Richard, with train and soldiers on 
outwards loop to battle. 
  Duchess of 
York 
  She goes inwards. 
  Q. Elizabeth  QUEEN E. I go. Write to me very 
shortly and you shall understand from 
me her mind. (427-8) 
Inwards to win over her daughter to 
Richard’s wishes. 
  Ratcliffe 
Catesby  
RICH. How now! What news? (432) From outwards with news, 
simultaneous with Queen’s exit 
inwards. 
  Catesby  RICH. Bid him levy straight The 
greatest strength and power that he 
can make. (449-50) 
Outwards for war matters 
  Stanley  RICH. Stanley, what news with you? (457) 
 
  Stanley  RICH. Go then and muster men. (494)  
  Messenger  502 First of a sequence of messengers arrives with bad news from 
outwards. 
  Another 
Messenger  
503 Ditto 
  Another 
Messenger  
506 Ditto 
  Another 
Messenger  
518-9 Ditto 
  Catesby  CATE. My liege, the Duke of Buckingham is taken. (531) 
Ditto 
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  All 
 
RICH. Away towards 
Salisbury!...March on with me. (535, 
538) 
All exit outwards to go to the 
battlefield. 
IV.v  Stanley, Sir Christopher 
 STAN. Sir Christopher, tell Richmond 
this from me. (1) 
In conversation together from 
Stanley’s house. 
  Stanley; 
Sir Christopher 
 
 
STAN. Well, hie thee to thy lord. (19) Sir Christopher outwards to 
Richmond. Minimal congestion 
with the Halberds preceding 
Buckingham.   
V.i  Buckingham  Halberds, ‘led 
to execution’ 
 Enter Buckingham with Halberds, led to 
execution. 
MINIMAL congestion. 
Buckingham being led forth to 
execution. 
  Buckingham 
etc. 
 BUCK. Come lead me, officers, to the 
block of shame. (28) 
This scene is set off from the 
gathering war action by congestion 
at outwards door.   
V.ii  Richmond 
Oxford 
Blunt 
Herbert, 
‘and others, 
with Drum and 
Colours’ 
 ...with Drum and Colors. MARKED congestion, offstage sound effects(Drums) further 
minimise it. The opposition forces 
too are marching towards Salisbury.  
  Richmond 
Oxford 
Blunt 
Herbert 
etc. 
 RICH. Then in God’s name march! (22) Outwards loop scene 
V.iii  Richard Norfolk 
Ratcliffe 
Surrey 
soldiers 
 RICH. Here pitch out tent, even here in 
Bosworth field. (1) 
The ensuing section involves clear 
binary division of the stage. 
Richard’s forces arrive at the field 
and set up his ‘tent’ stage right. 
  All  RICH. Come, noble gentleman, Let us 
survey the vantage of the ground. (14-
15) 
Stage right door established as 
Richard’s side of the battlefield, 
which they go to survey. 
  Richmond 
Brandon 
Oxford 
Dorset 
Blunt  
Herbert 
soldiers 
 RICHM. Give me some ink and paper in my tent. (23) 
Richmond now also enters the 
battlefield, his tent erected stage L 
  Blunt  RICHM. Sweet Blunt, make some good 
means to speak with him. (40) 
Blunt goes to visit Pembroke, on 
Richmond’s side of the battlefield, 
then Stanley, on Richard’s. 
  All * They withdraw into the tent. Not an exit, but focus shifts to other 
side of stage. 
  Richard Ratcliffe 
Norfolk 
Catesby 
 RICH. Give me some ink and 
paper...and all my armor laid into my 
tent? (49, 51) 
They return from the field to 
Richard’s tent. 
  Norfolk  RICH. Good Norfolk, ...Use careful 
watch. (54) 
Norfolk exits to set the watch. 
  Catesby  RICH. Send out a pursuivant-at-arms To 
Stanley’s regiment. (59-60) 
Catesby too leaves the tent. 
  Soldier  RICH. Give me a bottle of wine. (72) Brings in wine. 
  Ratcliffe  RICH. Bid my guard watch. (77) Ratcliffe too leaves the tent and 
Richard sleeps as focus shifts back 
to Richmond’s tent. 
  Stanley  STAN. Fortune and victory sit on thy helm. (80) 
 
Stanley has made his way around to 
Richmond’s tent by night. 
Richmond and his companions 
greet him. 
10 
  Brandon 
Oxford 
Dorset 
Herbert 
Stanley 
 RICHM. Good lords, conduct him to his 
regiment. I’ll strive with troubled 
thoughts to take a nap. (104-5) 
They exit stage left, leaving 
Richmond to sleep on the stage. 
  Ghosts   In order to pass Richard first, the ghosts enter from the ‘inwards’ 
door. 
  Ghosts   They exit outwards. 
  Ratcliffe  RATC. My lord!  RICH. Zounds, who is there? 
Richard’s surprise at Ratcliffe’s 
entrance may support the argument 
that the ghosts have all entered at 
the inwards door as Ratcliffe now 
does. 
  Richard, 
Ratcliffe 
 RICH. Come, go with me. Under our 
tents I’ll play the easedropper. (221-2) 
They exit stage right towards 
Richard’s army’s encampment. 
  Brandon 
Oxford 
Dorset 
Herbert 
Stanley 
 Enter the Lords to Richmond sitting in his tent. 
Focus switches to Richmond’s tent. 
He wakes and is greeted by the 
entering lords. 
  Richmond 
Brandon 
Oxford 
Dorset 
Herbert 
Stanley 
 RICHM. Sound drums and trumpets. 
(271) 
They exit to the battlefield. 
  Richard Ratcliffe 
soldiers 
  At this point, the binary division of 
the stage gives way to standard 
battlefield triangulation. Richard 
returns from his camp, preparing to 
go out to do battle. 
  Norfolk  NORF. Arm, arm, my lord; the foe vaunts in the field. (289) 
Norfolk comes with news from the 
field. 
  Messenger  RICH. What says Lord Stanley? (343) Messenger brings news of Stanley’s secession. 
  Richard 
Ratcliffe 
Norfolk 
soldiers 
 RICH. Upon them! Victory sits on our 
helms. (352) 
They go out to the field. 
V.iv  Norfolk 
Catesby  
Alarum; excursions. MARKED congestion, minimised 
by offstage battle effects, and 
intrusions onto the stage. Norfolk 
and Catesby come from the field.  
  Richard  CATE. Withdraw, my lord. I’ll help you to a horse. (8) 
In retreat from the battlefield. 
  Richard  RICH. A horse! A horse! my kingdom 
for a horse! (13) 
They return to the battle. 
V.v  Richard 
Richmond  
Alarum. Enter Richard and Richmond; 
they fight; Richard is slain.  
MARKED congestion, minimised 
by offstage battle effects. They 
enter from the battlefield, or rather 
bring the battlefield with them.  
  Richmond   Apparently Richmond returns to the 
field after slaying Richard. 
  Richmond 
Stanley 
Other lords 
 Retreat and flourish  Enter Richmond, Derby, bearing the crown, with divers 
other Lords. 
Flourish signals end of battle, with 
victorious army now leaving the 
field. 
  All   They leave the battlefield. 
      
 
